
 



“Teachers are some of our most important leaders. We know that we 
can’t always ask our students to take off the armor at home, or even on 
their way to school, because their emotional and physical safety may 
require self-protection.
But what we can do, and what we are ethically called to do as teachers, 
is create a space in our schools and classrooms where all students can 
walk in and, for that day or hour, take off the crushing weight of their 
armor, hang it on a rack, and open their heart to truly being seen.

Teachers are the guardians of spaces that allow students to breathe and 
be curious and explore the world and be who they are without suffoca-
tion. Students deserve one place where they can rumble with vulnera-
bility and their hearts can exhale.

And what I know from the research is that we should never underes-
timate the benefit to a child of having a place to belong—even one—
where they can take off their armor. It can and often does change the 
trajectory of their life.
Teachers: Everyday should be Teacher Appreciation Day. I am so 
grateful for you and your willingness to show up and create brave, safe 
spaces where our children can learn, grow, and be seen.”

- Brene Brown

from Teachers: Our Most Daring Leaders

https://brenebrown.com/blog/2019/05/07/teachers-our-most-daring-leaders/


The dedicated teachers I know spend the star t of  the school year 

building these brave and safe spaces.  They know this begins with 

relationships that are grounded in trust.  They work tirelessly to get to 

know their students’ strengths, struggles and worries.  They build an 

environment where students can take off  their armor, hang it on a rack 

and be completely seen.  They know that when their students feel safe 

and a sense of  belonging, the learning can begin.  Next, the teachers I 

know work to inspire curiosity, passion and confidence with purposeful 

learning oppor tunities.  They plan suppor ts, lessons and more sup-

por ts so that all students can succeed.  They teach their students to set 

goals, ask for help and collaborate.  They teach them the impor tance 

of  empathy, grit and growth.  They nur ture, listen and the learning and 

growing continues.  

Brene Brown says that teachers are “our most daring leaders” who 

work together to create a school where everyone belongs. 

“BE HERE
BE YOU
BELONG”

The teachers I know do just that.

Katie See
Wylie Elementary Principal



When people ask me about the staff  at Beacon Elementary School, 
without hesitation I respond with they are amazing teachers, but they 
are even better people. I don’t know of  a more true statement to de-
scribe the staff  here at Beacon. Beacon Elementary is so fortunate to 
have such a competent, caring, empathetic, and supportive staff.  

The work that our staff  does for students, families, and each other 
during what we would deem normal times is beyond tremendous. 
During these extraordinary times, to the surprise of  no one, our staff  
members have responded in extraordinary ways.  

Last year, when Bates Elementary School moved up to Beacon, we 
reminded ourselves that school is not just a physical place, it’s people 
and a community. During the school closure, this statement resonates 
in a different and more profound way. I am proud to call the staff  at 
Beacon Elementary School my colleagues, my community, my friends, 
and my people. Thank you all for the work that you do for our staff, 
students and families!

Ryan Bruder
Beacon Elementary
Principal



John F. Kennedy said, “One person can make a difference, and 
everyone should try.”  These words are never truer than in the halls of our schools.  Each and every day our teachers put forth their 
best selves to make a difference in every child’s life.  They greet our students at the door with open arms, listen with an empathetic 
ear, understand with an open heart, and believe in the students 
with all their souls.  These efforts resonate in the well-being of our students and in the trust of our community. 
 

In times of uncertainty, our families turn to our educators for 
guidance and reassurance that their children will be okay.  And 
how do our teachers respond?  They respond as an undeniable 
force through collaboration, compassion, dedication, flexibility, and resilience.  Our schools are filled with champions of education and heroes to our students who walk our halls.  Brava and bravo!  You are appreciated and we thank you for all you do! 

Craig McCalla
Anchor Elementary Principal



Dear Teachers,

Teacher Appreciation week is an opportunity to thank teachers who develop, 
educate, and inspire students every day.  It is also a time of  reflection and 
gratitude for the teachers from our past that inspired us to choose to become 
educators.

During the current public health crisis, I find myself  in awe of  each of  you on a 
daily basis.  Without notice, you abruptly left your classrooms unsure of  what 
would come next. You bravely began to provide distance learning opportunities 
for students which was not taught in teacher preparation programs.  Throughout 
this challenging time, the care, compassion, flexibility and commitment for DCS 
students has been apparent.  The strong relationships that were developed in 
your classrooms have carried over into the virtual world and you have found 
unique ways to remain connected and supportive not only to your students, but 
to each other.

Years from now, when students look back on this time of  their lives, they will 
remember each of  you as heroes during the pandemic that required us all to 
“Stay home, Stay Safe”. You provided students with a sense of  normalcy through 
trusting relationships filled with kindness and compassion. Thank you for becom-
ing a teacher and choosing to teach at Dexter Community Schools.
 
With sincere gratitude and appreciation,
 
Barb Santo
Executive Director of  Human Resources



As a DCS parent, I cannot express how much my family 

appreciates our teachers.  We are blessed at DCS to have such 

a wonderful and committed group of professional educators 

who care deeply about every student in Dexter.  Every student 

has a caring adult who knows them, as a person and a learner.  

I’ve been fortunate to work with thousands of educators 

in several school districts throughout my career.  Teachers 

in Dexter are truly incredible.  DCS teachers are caring and 

creative.  DCS teachers are dedicated and selfless.  DCS 

teachers collaborate with each other and learn from each 

other like no district I have ever seen.  We are one district, 

on one campus, and serving one community because of our 

teachers.  You are amazing educators and I feel blessed to 

work alongside you.

Chris Timmis

Superintendent



When my daughter was in first grade her teacher would spend lunch hours with her 
because she was behind in her class work- the teacher was concerned that my 
daughter wasn’t understanding the work, but she soon found, that it wasn’t that she 
didn’t understand the work, her comprehension was great, but there was something 
that we were missing and needed to figure out to help her.  If that teacher hadn’t 
taken the time, her own time, her lunch time to spend with my daughter, we never 
would have figured out that she had ADHD inattentive and sensory processing 
disorder at an early stage in her education. This teacher saved my daughter and set 
her on a path to continue to love school. We are forever grateful to that teacher.  Her 
second grade teacher was also phenomenal! She knew exactly what my daughter 
needed and how to give her coping and support skills. The teacher had awesome 
tools in her classroom, to help all of her students-in fact, a lot of what was in her 
classroom, is similar to what the new furniture looks like, she was ahead of her time!  
We have been so impressed with the teachers at Dexter, I’ve spoken about two, 
but honestly I have never worried about classroom placement for either of my kids 
because the teachers in this district are outstanding. 
         Mara Greatorex
        School Board Trustee

I would like to thank the special teachers in Dexter for being 

the amazing people they are. My five children have been 

served and inspired as they worked their way through Dexter 

Community Schools. I can remember so many specific acts 

of service for each child as he or she made the way from 

Kindergarten to graduation. One that still makes me smile is 

that my daughter spent many first grade recesses just sitting 

on her sweet teacher’s lap. She didn’t learn to stretch her wings 

until later, and she needed that connection to get through her 

long school days. 

Several of my children needed special attention, and I am so 

grateful for the extra care teachers gave them all along the 

way. My children brought home weekly individually stapled 

packets or other supplementary materials that I know were 

not part of the regular curriculum, but were developed just 

for them with their needs in mind. The extra work and care 

by their teachers, although educational, had its biggest impact 

in showing my kids that they mattered and inspiring them to 

want to do their best for teachers they loved so much. Those 

personal connections are the real heart of teaching and please 

know that parents notice and are eternally grateful!

Barbara Read
School Board Trustee



Thank you Dexter teachers!

During National Teachers Appreciation Week, I want to thank you for your 
amazing dedication and commitment to meeting the needs of our students.  
With little notice, seemingly overnight, you transformed your teaching to 
our current reality.  Your best laid plans were thrown out the window and 
you quickly pivoted to develop lessons to support students at home.  I am 
simply overwhelmed at the way you have responded  - creating online lessons, 
developing videos, sending messages of support, and reaching out to families 
and students individually.  Thank you for your incredible dedication and your 
willingness to meet the needs of our students - anywhere and anytime.  You are 
all super heroes!

With sincere appreciation,

Julie Schumaker
President, Board of Education



Dear Dexter High School Teachers,

What I would give to be standing in the workroom 

or on the catwalk greeting you as you come down 

to make copies or to get your mail.  It seems so 

odd to not hear the shuffling chaos of Teachers and 

students in the building and I find myself longing for 

the day when we will be back. So as you wake up 

every day and make you way over to your computer 

to answer emails, post something on Canvas or 

Google Classroom or even hosting another Zoom 

meeting for your students know this . . . you are 

very appreciated!  You all make a great difference in 

student’s lives at DHS because you care so much 

about them. As we work our way through these 

unprecedented times, I am proud to be associated 

with a tremendous teaching staff.  

Happy Teacher Appreciation Week! Stay safe, stay 

healthy, and stay #DreadStrong!

With Sincerest Appreciation,

Ken Koenig
Dexter High School Assistant Principal



Never have we needed teachers more. Being distant from each other as our entire country has experienced over the last two months has taught us many things if we choose to learn. But perhaps the most important is the impact teachers have individually with students each and every day. During a high school virtual meeting with students, the administrative team heard from high schoolers about how much they missed their regular interaction with teachers. For them, that daily connection is obviously hard to project digitally over the internet. 

The roles teachers have always played are more apparent than ever: educator, listener, counselor, parent, and consoler. Perhaps what I appreciate most though is that our teachers are focused on their students, their “kids” as they call them. I cannot imagine a more dedicated and inspirational group of adults that I would want working with children.
Kit Moran
Dexter High School Principal

Dear Dexter High School Educators,

It is Teacher Appreciation Week and I find myself experiencing a host of emotions this year related to how best 

to recognize and appreciate all of you.  I am both saddened by the fact that I can not offer a physical token of my 

appreciation to each one of you, such as a themed snack bar :), yet comforted by the fact that I am experiencing 

these unprecedented times in education with you.  You see, when I think about appreciating you, our DHS teachers, 

I get a bit choked up.  I see the immense impact you create when a timid freshman walks through our doors and by 

the end of the school year, has become comfortably confident.  I see your compassionate hearts when you surround 

a young person who is trying to find their way through the crazy thing called adolescence. I feel your empathetic spirit 

when you provide a student with opportunity after opportunity to try again until they ‘get it’.  While I admire each of 

you for your knowledge, your expertise, your dedication, and your ability to manage a classroom, I hold your hearts, 

your spirits and your desire to inspire DHS students to make a positive mark in the world, in the highest esteem.  

Thank you for choosing education.  Thank you for choosing Dexter High School.  Thank you for choosing to share 

yourselves with me.  

With the warmest regards and deepest appreciation,

Karen Walls

Dexter High School Assistant Principal



THANK YOU!

Dexter teachers are the most caring, dedicated, and 

kid-focused group we have ever had the pleasure to 

work with in our careers. The collective decisions are 

always based on what is best for the student. You all 

continue to give everyday by helping kids to engage, 

feel supported, safe and valued. Teachers have worked 

tirelessly to touch base with 100% of our families and 

are working hard to maintain those connections weekly. 

Teachers have galvanized from this adversity and 

come together realizing there is a much bigger picture 

in helping our kids and families. It takes a very special 

person to be a great teacher and Dexter is lucky to 

have such a special group!  We appreciate each and 

every one of you!

Jami Bronson
Mill Creek Middle School Principal

Brett Pedersen
Mill Creek Middle School Assistant Principal 



Some of my sons’ teachers have made all the difference 
for them, long past graduation. The kid who wanted 
to name a cow after a teacher still talks about cool 
things they did in her class and how her circle time 
songs made school a happy place for him. The kid who 
stayed up way past bedtime writing love letters to his 
early elementary teacher still knows how important it 
is to take time to tell people you care – and he trusts 
that his affection will be returned. The high school 
teachers who gave my kids nicknames or high-fived 
them in the hallways helped them feel connected and 
kept them tethered in those occasionally tumultuous 
years. The teacher who taught my anxious son tricks 
for getting through tests and transitions still comes up 
in conversations – not on the subject of anxiety, but to 
say, “[That teacher] would love this [interesting thing].” 
Those relationships are still helping my kids connect 
to people and the world around them, and I am so 
grateful for those teachers. 

Hope Vestergaard
Communications Director



We are amazed at the strength and leadership of our teaching team at this time.  You have stepped up to the 
plate and accomplished what no teachers in history have ever had to do and have done this with great focus, 
purpose and grace.  We have always known the inner strength of our teachers but this set of circumstances has 
only illuminated your strengths, commitment, and care for your practice and your students.  We have worked 
beside most of you for decades and have had the privilege of witnessing your varied and complementary talents.  
Your ability and quickness to pull together in times of need to support students, families and each other, is 
perhaps one of the most impressive acts of team, and humanness we have ever witnessed. 

To express how much our teachers are appreciated is a futile effort at best.  There are certainly no words that 
can accurately express how thankful we are for this group of people.  You literally hold our community together 
in both times of peace and crisis.  Thank you.  Thank you for providing some type of normalcy for our students 
and families.  Thank you for the personal sacrifices you make in order to teach from home.  Thank you for the 
long hours of zoom, phone calls, and emails.  Thank you for checking on each individual student, repeatedly if 
necessary, to make sure they are ok.  Thank you for the long hours of planning and collaboration to make sure 
students get exposed to meaningful content and activities.  Thank you for providing opportunities for our students 
to connect with one another when social connection is needed most. Thank you for using Zoom and any other 
resource that might begin to meet the social needs of our 5th and 6th graders.  Thank you for providing support, 
emotionally or otherwise, to your colleagues. Your care and compassion for your fellow teachers and school staff 
is admirable and should be celebrated. Thank you classroom teachers for including counseling, social work, 
administration, special education teachers, special area teachers, and parents into your virtual classrooms.  
Thank you for always putting the whole child at the heart of your instruction and connection. 

“Education is improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world better than you found 
it” (Marian Edleman). We may never fully know or appreciate the full depth of a teacher’s role and impact as 
they play a vital role in the academic, social, and emotional development of their students. This role is not only 
vital for the lives of our children but also to the wellness of our entire community.  Teaching and education has 
always been the center of any community, however, this truth may be seen now more than ever.  In finding the 
opportunities or “light” during this unprecedented time, we are thankful our community is now able to witness and 
appreciate first-hand the complexity, and depth of the role of teaching. Just as the community is now more able to 
witness your hard work, passion for your profession and compassion for your students, we too, recognize and are 
privileged to witness this as well. 

We have been collecting emails and created a Wordle with all the positive emails and feedback from our families.  
This wordle speaks volumes and it is no surprise each of the words revolves around the word “kids.” This is a 
visual representation of who we are as a school and who our teachers are as educators. 

Creekside Teachers, 
We appreciate you today, and everyday.  Although these words cannot possibly do justice to the amount of 
gratitude we have for you and what you do everyday, we hope through these words you may feel the care, 
pride, and awe we have for each of you. We appreciate you, we salute you, and we support you. Happy Teacher 
Appreciation Week!

Tammy Reich 
Creekside Intermediate Principal

Lauren Thompson
Creekside Intermediate Assistant Principal



It is amazing to see the love that teachers have 
for each of their students.  From sending out 
additional resources to keep the kids going in the 
initial unknown, to hand written notes home to 
their students, to the joy that lights up their faces 
as well as the faces of their students when they 
get to see each other briefly in the distribution line, 
teachers make a big impact on the children of our 
community.  Thank you so much for all that you do 
and the love you show our students.

Jennifer Mattison
Director of Food & Nutrition Services





Dexter Teachers,

I want to let you know how much I appreciate you, each and every day. I’ve 
watched you greet students and families, ease their anxiety, provide creative and 
innovative learning and enrichment opportunities, support their various learning 
styles and needs, laugh with them, hug them, provide resources out of your own 
family budgets, and so much more! Thank you for everything you’re currently 
doing to engage students, create lessons, meet in teams, and provide structure and 
stability while taking care of yourself and your family during this time. I am in awe 
of and so proud of the instructional opportunities you’ve created for your students 
this year. You consistently care about your students and colleagues, provide 
leadership, maintain connections, and strive to collaborate. Your approachability, 
compassion, and dedication are inspirational. Thank you for all you do to support 
your colleagues, students, families, and administrators in person and from afar! 
You always rise to the occasion and beyond. I am honored and blessed to work 
alongside you.

Mollie Sharrar
Executive Director of Instruction

Dear Dexter Community School 
Teachers,

It is hard to put into words the impact 
you have made on the lives of students, 
families, colleagues, and the community.

Thank you for your inspiration, 
courage, creativity, and ingenuity.
Thank you for your unconditional 
acceptance of each and every student.
Thank you for greeting each student 
with a warm smile every day.
Thank you for making each day a new 
day and never giving up.
Thank you for your dedication and 
endless compassion.

It is an honor to work alongside each of 
you.  You are an inspiration to all of us.

Sincerely,

Anne Nakon
Director of Special Education



Teaching is a noble act, a noble profession.  It requires an individual to 
give of themselves in order to inspire another human being to grow, 
develop, achieve, to push the limits of their potential and discover what 
they once thought to be impossible to be possible.  To teach demands 
patience, dedication, perseverance, creativity, intelligence, empathy, 
compassion, grit, flexibility, desire, and selflessness, among many others.  
It takes a special individual that embodies all of these traits and is able 
to truly teach in a time where the role is continually evolving.

This has never been more evident than it is now, during this 
unprecedented time of the COVID-19 crisis.  I have been amazed to 
see how our collective group of educators, from infants to twelfth 
grade, have responded to this pandemic.  Your outpouring of caring, 
compassion, and support for your students has been overwhelming.  
Your guiding hand and reassuring messages have helped calm them in 
a turbulent time they have never experienced before, while you too are 
navigating unchartered waters. How well each of you has adapted to 
new roles, responsibilities, and methods of delivering instruction has 
been remarkable to watch, and I am truly proud to be associated with 
this team.

During a week in which we show our appreciation for our teachers, I feel 
the world now has a much deeper appreciation for what teachers do.  It 
is not easy.  It is difficult.  It is challenging.  Yet you all do an amazing job 
and should be commended for it.  
Thank you for what you do for our students and know that our 
community, our state, our nation, and our 
world is better off because of your efforts!

David Teddy
Community Education Director






